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Worlds Everywhere We Look

The latest statistical study shows that it is likely that, on average, every one of the 100 billion
stars in our galaxy has at least one planet in orbit around it. Some new discoveries:

“Circumbinary” planets: Orbiting a double star

In the fictional "Star Wars™ universe, the desert planet Tatooine orbits two suns, Such p s are called
“circumbinary” Inr the first double star found to have a system of planets was Kepler-16. Mow
two more circumbinary systems have been located using the transit method of detection.
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160 billion planets and counting

Astronomers have confirmed about 700 planets beyond our solar system as of early 2012,
but the Latest statistical analysis suggests that our galaxy likely harbors more than 100
billion alien worlds. One in six of the Milky Way's 100 billion stars may have a Jupiter-size
planet, while nearly two-thirds may host a world slightly larger than Earth. But the search
continues for a true "Earth twin" — a rocky planet the size of ours that is capable of sup-

porting life as we know it. 1
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